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SHIP ARREST IN LATVIA  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
1. Please give an overview of ship arrest practice in your country. 
 
In Latvia claimant is entitled to arrest the vessel to secure his claim before claim on merits is brought. 
Latvian Maritime Code (hereinafter – LMC) gives definition of arrest as “any detention of a ship or 
prohibition of its relocation in accordance with a court adjudication in order to secure maritime claim. 
Arrest does not mean attachment of a ship in order to implement a court judgment or use of other 
compulsory means, including the detention of a ship in accordance with administrative procedures, upon 
implementation of state control of ports and supervision of the navigation regime of Latvian waters”. 
Petitions to arrest the vessel are heard by the regional courts of common jurisdiction. Law does not 
determine minimum amount of claim enabling ship arrest. Court tax for debtor’s asset arrest before 
bringing claim on merits is 0.5% from the claimed amount. Language of hearing is Latvian and all 
documentation must be presented to the court in Latvian. Ruling to arrest the vessel is issued by a sole 
judge on ex partie basis. If the claim is secured by arrest of the vessel, the court gives out a copy of 
corresponding decision to the claimant with an inscription that the copy is given out for detention of the 
vessel in the port. Appeal to the ruling cannot suspend the enforcement of the ruling. When making the 
decision on the question of arrest of the vessel the court takes into account prima facie formal legal basis. 
 
2. Which International Convention applies to arrest of ships in your country? 
 
Latvia is a party of the Ship Arrest Convention 1999. Definitions of maritime claims are listed in the LMC 
in conformity with Article 1 of the Ship Arrest Convention 1999. But the Ship Arrest Convention 1952 is 
also in force. These days in Latvia it is possible to apply to provisions of both Ship Arrest Conventions 
depending on the circumstances. 
 
3. Is there any other way to arrest a ship in your jurisdiction? 
 
As per LMC and local Civil Process Code provisions arrest of any ship is allowed if a maritime claim exists 
in relation to this ship. 
 
4. Are there alternatives e.g. saisie conservatoire or freezing order? 
 
No, Latvian legal system does not recognize saisie conservatoire or freezing order. 
 
5. For which types of claims can you arrest a ship? 
 
A ship can be arrested to secure a maritime claim. Types of maritime claims are listed in the LMC in 
conformity with Article 1 of the Ship Arrest Convention 1999. 
 
6. Can you arrest a ship irrespectively of her flag? 
 
Provisions of the LMC apply to all ships located in waters under Latvian jurisdiction with no irrespective to 
the flag the vessel is flying. Thus, a ship flying any flag can be arrested in Latvia. 
 
7. Can you arrest a ship irrespectively of the debtor? 
 
The arrest of any ship is allowed if in relation to the ship one of the following conditions is in effect: 

• the person who owned the ship at the time when the maritime claim arose is liable for the claim 
and is the ship owner at the time of arrest of the ship; 

• the person who was the bareboat charterer of the ship at the time when the maritime claim 
arose is liable for the claim and is the bareboat charterer or ship owner at the time of arrest of 
the ship; 

• the claim arises from a mortgage or other similar type of encumbrance on a ship; 
• the claim relates to the ownership or possession rights of the ship; or 
• the claim is directed against the ship owner, bareboat charterer or ship’s operator and this 




